FICTION CHARACTER WORKSHEET
 
CHARACTER NAME: __________________________________
	AGE:
	BIRTHDATE:

	HEIGHT:
	WEIGHT:

	HAIR:
	EYES:

	
	

	FATHER:
	OCCUPATION:

	MOTHER
	OCCUPATION:


OTHER PROMINENT FEATURES:

I. PHYSICAL
1. What does your character look like? (Brief physical description.) 
2. What is your character's state of health? 
3. What kind of clothing does your character normally wear? Where does he/she shop? 
4. What does his/her voice sound like?
5. Does your character have a nickname?

II. BACKGROUND
1. Where was he/she born and raised?
2. What background events shaped the life of your character? (Character's background that molds him/her.)
3. What was his/her school and schooling like? Who was the teacher he/she respected and why?
4. What is his/her religion and ethnicity?
5. Is he/she married, single, divorced?
6. What kind of work does he/she do?
7. Where has he/she failed or triumphed?
8. What memories does he/she have of his/her past?
9. Other than memories, what are the tangible trinkets he/she saves and treasures from his/her past?
10. What ghosts haunt your character? (Departed persons who still have an influence.)
III. SOCIAL

1. What places is this person associated with? (People remember scenes and characters together.)
2. What person(s) are closest to him/her? Who is his/her best friend?
3. What are the events, items, pets, pals…that he/she remembers for years?
4. What are his/her hobbies? Sports? TV?
5. Is he/she neat or is he/she a slob? To establish this on paper, describe his/her dress, closet, a drawer of the desk, and trunk of the car.
6. What does your character like/dislike about the current state of affairs? (Character's reaction to his/her environment.)
7. Read the editorial page of your newspaper and choose which opinions he/she agrees with or disputes. Does he/she argue bitterly, silently, or to anyone who has to listen?
8. What kind of music does he/she like? Dislike?

IV. FAMILY

1. How is this character linked to other characters? What is their influence on him/her? What is his/her influence on them?
2. What is his/her attitude toward the person closest to him/her?
3. What other characters in the story provide a balance for your character? (Opposite personalities, opposing opinions, etc.)
4. What is his/her attitude toward the opposite sex?
V. PERSONALITY TRAITS

1. What makes the reader love/hate this character? (Show them in humor, eccentricity, pathos - qualities that will make them irresistible to the reader.)
2. What makes your character worth cheering for?
3. What are your character's two opposing traits? (Generous but shy, etc.)
4. If this is a hero, what is his/her flaw? If this is a villain, what can we admire about him/her?
5. What bugs your hero? What are his/her pet peeves?
VI. PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAITS

1. What does your character want more than anything else in the world? What is his/her goal?
2. Whom does he/she dream about, yearn for, hate?
3. What virtues characterize this person?
4. What is your character's greatest fear? (Drama is discomfort. 
Uproot your character.)
5. What one thing does your character hope no one will ever find out about him/her?
6. In one word, what motivates your character? (Love, curiosity, self-preservation, greed, self-discovery, duty, revenge.)
7. How would your character describe him/herself? (Self-concept determines destiny.)
8. What makes him/her laugh?

 VII. BELIEFS - RELIGIOUS AND OTHER

1. What does your character think about God? The Bible? Prayer?
2. What does your character believe in? Not believe in? (Character's beliefs prompt actions.)
VIII. MANNERISMS

1. What is your character's most noticeable mannerism?
2. What clichés and buzzwords does your character use?
3. How do his/her hands behave? Relate them to tangible things that surround him/her.
4. How does he/she drive his/her car, tie his/her tie, gargle? Does he/she pick his/her nose, cough often, snore?

IX. UNIQUE TALENTS/ABILITIES

1. What unique talents and abilities does your character possess?
2. Is he/she musical? Is there one special instrument that he/she plays well, or badly? Does he/she play it alone, for himself; or can he/she jam it up for an audience of friends or strangers?

X. CHARACTER GROWTH OR DECLINE

1. What changes will this character undergo throughout this story?

 XI. OTHER

1. What tangibles help us understand your character? (Surround your character with tangibles - tools, possessions, clothing, adornments, etc.)
2. Can your mind picture him/her making something? Using a simple tool, perhaps, to shape the hull of a model clipper ship?
3. What are his/her character tags? (For quick and/or frequent identification.)
4. What are your character's warts? (Physical, taste, mental state, etc.)
5. What are his/her favorite foods?
6. What animals does your character like? Dislike? Why?

